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Ej Anniversary Celebration

Thank you for all your generosity and support during our first year in
business! Creative Ej will celebrate its One Year Anniversary on Saturday,
August 25th, from Noon - gpm. As many of you know and have experienced,
Creative Ej offers a variety of music instruction, scholarships, clinics, seminars,
and recording opportunities. The celebration features a “live” performance by
Charlotte’s Country Divas at 7pm, with $5.00 advance tickets. Several local
bands will be performing on outdoor stages throughout the day covering jazz,
rock, pop, and Contemporary Christian music genres.

Other activities include a Songwriters seminar by renowned songwriter
Pat Reese, an Engineering/Sound seminar by Michael Tomblin, and a
Producers seminar by Dan Guerrie. Guerrie has worked with the likes of
Madonna. Dance groups will be performing a variety of dance routines. There
is no charge for the seminars and demonstrations.

A Silent Auction will also take place, raising funds for the Creative Ej
Scholarship Program, Clinicians, and a Keyboard Lab. Donated items include
autographed Bobcats and NASCAR memorabilia, four tickets to a Panthers
game, dance lessons, dinner at Dressler’s Restaurant to name a few. An
autographed guitar signed by all members of the Rolling Stones will be on
display, along with four specialty drum sets, including an exact replica of Ringo
Starr’s Beatles drum set. provided by Terry McKinney. Adding to the music
theme will be two 13-feet giant guitars that you can actually play.

Avoid Late Fees

In order to keep the same instruction rates for private lessons and student
band instruction, all monthly payments / withdrawals / scheduled absence
requests will be due by the date of your final lesson in the preceding month.

This policy goes into elect for th e September tuition, so mak e su"
you make your September payment during th e week of August 27th, to
avoi d a #15 late charge. See our website for more details.

Summer Camps

Here are a few snapshots from our summer
camps.

Kreative Kids @mmer Camp !le"#

Joey Rincon giving 2 thumbs up férutm
Engineeringumer Camp !right#

Upcoming Events

SUMMER CAMPS
August 6th ! 10th
Rock ‘N Roll Camp II
August 13th ! 17th
Kreative Kids Singing
Drums

August 20th | 24th
Rock ‘N Roll Camp III
EVENTS

August 17th

Adult Jams - 1pm - 4pm
August 25th
Charlotte’s Country Divas
7:00 - 8:15pm

Anniversary Celebration

Noon - 7:00pm
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Song Structure

Before you decide to record an album or demo, you
really need to work on the songs that you’re planning to
record. Listeners, trained by decades of radio broadcasts,
have become accustomed to hearing certain things when it
comes to music. If you do a few things during the
recording process, you'll be able to create a radio friendly
production.

SONG LENGTH

The length of a song can have a big influence on its
success. For most pop, rock and country styles a song
running time between 3 minutes and 30 seconds and 4
minutes is ideal. As a new artist, most radio stations like
to see the time closer to the 3 minute 30 second mark.
Number of verses, choruses, and the song’s tempo will all
have an effect on its total time.

INTR OS AND CHOR USES

If you listen to songs on the radio
with a stopwatch or look at the play time

in. You’re going to want to think about that when you'’re
selecting the key for the song. You don’t want to put a
song in the key of E Major if you are planning to add an
Alto Sax, which is naturally pitched at E flat. Pay
attention to the style of music with regards to key. I
recently was contracted to play a bunch of acoustic guitar
parts for a Country album. The producer wasn’t happy
with the sound of the guitars on the recording. When I
got the tracks and soloed the acoustic guitars, I found
they were in tune, played well, and right in tempo. The
problem was that the songs were keyed in A Major. We’re
used to hearing acoustic guitars played with certain open
chord voicings for Country music. I tuned the guitar up a
whole step so that I could use those familiar chord
voicings and played the parts (copying the player on tape’s
thythm and feeD) - the producer told me that was exactly
what he was wanting.

Putting time into perfecting the song’s
structure, tempo and key is worth the

on a CD or MP3 player you can see a few C { | effort because of the impact it will have
similarities amongst hit songs. Intros on reative on your potential for success in the

these songs are never longer than 15 ' record industry.

seconds and the Chorus will always be _/ Dan Guerrie is a producer and musician. Over his

heard before the 1 minute mark has
elapsed. Lately, the songs I'm hearing on
the charts frequently have very short
Intros and the Chorus happens before
the 30 second mark. The listeners expect
to hear Verses and Choruses in this pacing. If you can
work within this structure you’ll have a better chance of
people remembering your songs.

TEMP O

Pay close attention to the tempos of your songs.
Make sure that you don’t set the tempos so fast that the
lyrics become difficult to understand and sing. Also, don’t
set the tempos of ballads too slow - a ballad played too
slow is a recipe for boredom. Any time a listener gets
bored with a song they’re very likely to just turn it off or
go to the next track or radio station.

KEY

It’s very important to select the proper key for the
song. Vocally, you want the song to be in a good range for
the singer. Not pitched where they have to use the very
bottom or top of their range. Also, pay attention to how
often the vocalist has to sing across or at their break. You
want to pitch the song so that the vocalist is in the best
part of their range for the recording. The key is also very
important to other instruments. Some key signatures are
nothing short of impossible for some instruments to play
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Student Recognition

Creative Ej is proud to recognize Kelly Delponti,
drummer, CiCi Jansen, vocalist, and Tara Masud, vocalist
for their outstanding performances and noticeable
improvement! Tara and CiCi are the two youngest
members of the Charlotte Country Divas group and doing
a fantastic job. Kelly fully recovered from a pretty bad
skateboard accident earlier this summer and is back
playing drums better than ever!

Teacher Feature

Lacey Kline is not only an amazing dancer, but an
incredible choreographer, teacher, and summer coach.
Lacey has created many dances, loved by our students,
throughout our Summer Camp program, Kreative Kids
classes, and Birthday Parties. Check out Lacey’s bio at
www.creativeej.com .
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